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SUBJECT: CEYLONESE AMBASSADOR'S CALL TO DELIVER 
PRIMIN S LETTER ON DIEGO GARCIA 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: CEYLONESE AMBASSADOR KANAKARATNE 
FEB. 1 1 DELIVERED TO DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER 
LETTER FROM PRIMIN BAND ARAN AIKE TO PRESIDENT EXPRESSING 
"DEEP CONCERN” OVER DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION. AMBASSADOR 
EMPHASIZED GSL WOULD NOT PUBLISH LETTER THOUGH PRIMIN 
PROBABLY WOULD HAVE TO ANNOUNCE THAT LETTER ON SUBJECT 
DIEGO GARCIA WAS SENT. SOBER EXPRESSED US APPRECIATION 
FOR RESTRAINED AND FRIENDLY WAY GSL WAS MAKING ITS VIEWS 
KNOWN TO US. HE FURTHER BRIEFED AMBASSADOR ON SUBJECT 
ALONG LINES STATE 19914. PARAS 2, 3, 4. END SUMMARY 

2. FEB. 1 1 AMBASSADOR KANAKARATNE DELIVERED TO SOBER 
LETTER FROM PRIMIN BAND ARAN AIKE TO PRESIDENT EXPRESSING 
"DEEP CONCERN” OVER PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO DIEGO GARCIA. 
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(TEXT FOLLOWS) AMBASSADOR SAID SIMILAR LETTER 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


BEING SENT TO UK PRIME MINISTER. IN HANDING OVER LETTER 
AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED HIS GRATITUDE FOR FEB. 4 TELEPHONE 
BRIEFING HE RECEIVED FROM SOBER ON THIS ISSUE. 

3. AMBASSADOR SAID GSL WILL NOT PUBLISH TEXT OF MESSAGE 
IN KEEPING WITH LOW-KEY CEYLONESE RESPONSE TO US ACTION 

ON TWO OCCASIONS PREVIOUSLY: 1971 USS ENTERPRISE ENTRY 
AND 1973 USS HANCOCK EXERCISE. PRIMIN WILL HAVE TO 
PUBLICIZE FACT SHE HAS SENT LETTER BECAUSE LEADERS OF 
MAIOR LITTORAL POWERS (INDIA, AUSTRALIA, INDONESIA) 

ARE MAKING STATEMENTS ON DIEGO GARCIA AND BECAUSE OF 
SRI LANKA’S LEADERSHIP IN INDIAN OCEAN PEACE ZONE 
PROPOSAL. AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED RESTRAINT OF PRIME 
MINISTER IN AVOIDING UNDUE PUBLICITY OF GSL REACTIONS 
PARTICULARLY IN VIEW INEVITABLE OPPOSITION QUESTIONS 
ABOUT CEYLONESE INDIAN OCEAN POLICY IN CONTEXT DIEGO 
GARCIA EXPANSION. 

4. SOBER RESPONDED THAT WE INDEED APPRECIATE THE 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND FRIENDLY MANNER IN WHICH THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAS CONVEYED HER VIEWS TO US AND THE RESTRAINT 
WHICH THE GSL HAS SHOWN IN ITS HANDLING OF THE DIEGO 
GARCIA ISSUE. THE US IS AWARE THAT THE CEYLONESE 

MAY HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE EXPANSION AND WE WELCOME 
OPPORTUNITY FOR FRANK DISCUSSION BETWEEN OUR TWO 
GOVERNMENTS, (AS AGAINST RECOURSE TO PUBLIC RECRIMINA- 
TIONS). THIS IS IN KEEPING WITH BOTH CEYLONESE 
AND AMERICAN INTERESTS IN SHARING VIEWS ON IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS. AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT THE PRIMIN HAD MADE 
CLEAR TO PRESIDENT AND SECSTATE DURING HER 1971 VISIT 
THAT US AND SRI LANKA SHOULD AVOID AGGREVATING PROBLEMS 
WITH UNNECESSARY PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON THEM. SOBER SAID 
WE WOULD PROMPTLY DELIVER PRESIDENT S LETTER TO WHITE 
HOUSE. 

5. SOBER THEN WENT ON TO AMPLIFY HIS FEB. 5 TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION WITH DETAILED BRIEFING RE RATIONALE OF 
DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION ALONG LINES STATE 19914, PARAS 
2, 3, 4. NOTED WE ARE NOT ESTABLISHING A BASE BUT 
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RATHER DEVELOPING A CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT US UNITS IN AREA. 
SOBER EMPHASIZED WE DO NOT WISH CONTRIBUTE TO US- 
SOVIET COMPETITION THOUGH DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION 
IS IN WAY A RESPONSE TO ACTUAL INCREASE IN SOVIET 
SHIP UNITS AND TO INCREASED SOVIET POTENTIAL IN INDIAN 
OCEAN FROM ANTICIPATED REOPENING OF SUEZ. AMBASSADOR 
COMMENTED HE HAD REPORTED BACK TO COLOMBO SOBER S 
FEB. 5 STATEMENT THAT THERE ARE NO PLANS FOR BASING US 
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MILITARY UNITS AT DIEGO GARCIA AND SOBER CONFIRMED 
THIS. AMBASSADOR ACCEPTED SOBER'S REAFFIRMATION OF STRONG 
USG DESIRE FOR SECURITY AND STABILITY IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN AREA AND SPECIFICALLY FOR CONTINUED FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH GSL. KISSINGER 
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